
SAIGON INFORMAL
Resettlement Housing For The Slum

The Saigon Informal project is located in District Four in 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. The site is a 2.4 hectare island, 
surrounded by canals and highways. The project addresses 
the dislocation and negative effects on the informal economic 
sector in Saigon’s slums, due to their replacement with 
mono-program developments. The design investigates an 
urban planning strategy that facilitates the existing working 
and living lifestyle of the ‘slum’ residents, while providing for 
significantly increased densities responding to the economic 
realities of the city. The project introduces a mixed-use 
commercial and residential ‘slum’ re-housing onto the site, 
establishing a symbiotic relationship between the formal 
commercial programs while retaining the thriving informal 
economic activities.

The proposed urban design facilitates a network of three main 
activity zones: formal street commerce, informal laneway 
vending and recreational zones. Architecturally, the housing 
typology allows for expandability and flexibility in internal 
planning due to the high population density and their limited 
economic capacity. Internally, the neutral spaces are adaptive 
to the changing functions across the day, such as working, 
living and sleeping. The project as a whole aims to preserve 
the fragile yet essential culture and economy of the lower 
income group that takes up to eighty per cent of the city’s 
economy.

Ton Vu grew up in Viet Nam and migrated to Australia in 2003. His childhood in Saigon’s urban laneways 
has had a strong influence on his perception of community and the use of open public space. This led to 
his growing interest in humanitarian design and the essential qualities of space to the human senses. He 
has investigated architecture and urban design in Viet Nam, Scandanavia and Australia. Ton was involved 
with Architects Without Frontiers as an RMIT student and has been a Co Design volunteer member since 
graduation. Alongside volunteer work, Ton is also a sessional tutor and research assistant at RMIT 
Architecture and Design faculty. Ton has also been practicing architecture and interior design across 
education, hospitality, commercial and multi-residential projects. His thesis project Saigon Informal won 
the Architecture Australia Prize for Unbuilt Work 2011, Architectural Review’s top ten thesis projects of 
2012 and also was short listed for Architecture of Necessity 2013.
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